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Abstract

This article aims to study 1) the history of the buffalo, buffalo characteristics and
raising buffalo for fighting 2) the local tradition of buffalo fighting of the Koh Samui
people in Surat Thani Province. Using qualitative research methods to collect data from
documents and field work by in-depth interviews from 17 key informants and observing
non-participation and were analyzed by descriptive analysis. The results showed that
1) The history of buffalo in the area of Koh Samui in the past, villagers raising buffalo for
plowing or being a wagon workforce, free time from farming or after harvesting, brought
buffalo to fight in rice fields or coconut groves for entertainment. The good buffalo style
is considered from the fight and then wins, so there is a good character of the buffalo.
Raising buffalo will take special care in both eating, sleeping, making buffalo more
powerful in the fight to win. 2) The local tradition of buffalo fighting has a good buffalo
culture that has a strong belief and ritual to decorate buffalo, spell magic, buffalo to
win. Nowadays, the buffalo tradition is becoming more popular, especially in tourism.
Thus resulting in the conservation of the identity of the local people, creating incentives
for promoting buffalo traditions to enhance the development and conservation of local
cultural heritage to remain in the land of Koh Samui

Keywords: Buffalo fighting, local traditions
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